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MEETING DATE: March 25, 2003, Work Session AGENDA ITEM NO.:  7 
 
CONSENT:   REGULAR:  X CLOSED SESSION:   
 (Confidential) 
ACTION:  X   INFORMATION:   
 
ITEM TITLE:  A Resolution to Address Council Member Foster’s Participation in the Approval of the 

          Fiscal Year 2004 Budget  

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Consider the adoption of a resolution separating approval of funding for the Alliance for 
Families and Children from the approval of the rest of the General Fund appropriation. 
 
 
SUMMARY:   The Commonwealth’s Attorney has issued an opinion (attached) regarding the ability of Council 
Member Foster to participate in discussions and vote on the adoption of the FY04 Budget given that she is an 
employee of the Alliance for Families and Children, which receives some of its funding from the City.  Since 
that opinion was issued there have been discussions and research in an attempt to allow Mrs. Foster to 
participate in the budget process to the fullest extent possible in fulfillment of her responsibilities as a member 
of City Council.  As a result, Mr. Petty has issued the attached letters providing further clarification.  Mr. Petty 
has concluded that Mrs. Foster is able to participate in budget deliberations regarding the funding of all 
agencies and departments except for the Alliance for Families and Children.  He maintains his opinion, 
however, that Mrs. Foster may not vote on approval of any portion of the budget that includes an appropriation 
to the Alliance. This would include the General Fund and the Community Development Block Grant Fund.   
 
Mr. Petty suggests that one way for Mrs. Foster to be able to vote on the General Fund appropriation would be 
to separate funding for the Alliance from the approval of the rest of the General Fund.  The attached 
resolutions provide two ways to do that; the first would separate the funding for all Civic, Community and 
Regional Organizations from the General Fund, while the second would only separate funding for the Alliance 
from the General Fund. 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):  None 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 
 
 
CONTACT(S):  William Petty, Kimball Payne, Walter Erwin 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): Opinion and Letters from the Commonwealth’s Attorney, Memorandum regarding 
proposed funding for non-profits, Resolution 
 
 
REVIEWED BY: lkp 
 



RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, for the purpose of adopting the Fiscal Year 2004 Budget, City Council will 
separate funding for Civic, Community & Regional Organizations from the appropriation for the 
General Fund and will approve the appropriation for those organizations by separate resolution. 
 
Adopted: 
 
Certified:  __________________ 
  Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
ALTERNATE RESOLUTION 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, for purposes of adopting the Fiscal Year 2004 Budget,  City Council will 
separate funding for the Alliance for Families and Children from Civic, Community & Regional 
Organizations in the General Fund and will consider the appropriation of funds for that organization 
by separate resolution. 
 
Adopted: 
 
Certified:  __________________ 
  Clerk of Council 
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